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‘This House expresses its deep anguish and grave
concern at the recent developments in East Bengal. A
massive attack by armed forces, despatched from West
Pakistan, has unleashed against the entire people of East
Bengal with a view to suppressing their urges and
aspirations.

Instead of respecting the will of the people so
unmistakably expressed through the election in Pakistan
in December 1970, the Government of Pakistan has
chosen to flout the mandate of the people.

The Government of Pakistan has not only refused to
transfer power to legally elected representatives but has
also arbitrarily prevented the National Assembly from
assuming its rightful and sovereign role. The people of
East Bengal are being sought to be suppressed by the
naked use of force, by bayonets, machine guns, tanks,
artillery and aircraft.

The Government of the people of India has always
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desired and worked for peaceful, normal and fraternal
relations with Pakistan. Situated as India 1s and bound
as the people of the sub-continent are by centuries old
ties of history, culture and tradition, this House cannot
remain indifferent to the macabre tragedy being enacted
so close to our border.

Throughout the length and breadth of our land, our
people have condemned in unmistakable terms, the
atrocities now being perpetrated on an unprecedented
scale upon an unarmed and innocent people.

This House expresses its profound sympathy for and
solidarity with the people of East Bengal in their
struggle for a democratic way of life.

Bearing in mind the permanent interests which India has
in peace, committed as we are to uphold and defend
human rights, this House demands immediate cessation
of the use of force and the massacre of defenseless
people.

This House calls upon all peoples and Governments of
the world to take urgent and constructive steps to prevail
upon the Government of Pakistan to put an end
immediately to the systematic decimation of the people
which amounts to genocide.”>
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independence from Pakistan and founding by Shaikh
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to its roots as a secular democratic state. There are
however, new signs of a shift towards a growing
[slamism that could jeopardize the sanctity of
secularism in the country. While the govemning
construct’s legitimacy is suffering politically from the
past two years of emergency military rule, Islamism
may be the biggest threat to the country’s constitution
and secular under?innings. As elections are scheduled
for December 18" and the major two political parties
jostle over the country’s future, each party’s vision for
the proper mix of Islam and government will be at
forefront. Rahman’s Awami League has long been the
standard bearer of secularism and if elected it could roll
back the growing tide of Islamism in Bangladesh. The
Awami League must, however, implement -certain
changes to pro-actively check this Islamism if it hopes
to secure long lasting secularism and democracy. If
successful, an Awamt League-led Bangladesh could be
the global example of secular governance in a Muslim
country.”*
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